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Dear Parents, 

 

A warm welcome back to all our pupils and families as we prepare for an exciting term ahead! I hope that you 

have enjoyed the summer break and the staff and I are very much looking forward to sharing with you news of all 

the events and topics planned for the coming weeks. We are particularly thrilled to welcome a whole new class of 

pupils into our Transition class as they start their learning journey with us. 

The school site has been alive with activity over the holidays with Extra Tuition sessions running on two days per 

week and a series of music lessons held by Miss Kerry.  

However, that is not all that has been happening over the holiday period... We are delighted to announce the 

latest phase of building development at Norfolk House School which sees our new Transition class benefit from a 

purpose-built, brand new classroom complete with an outdoor free-flow area to enhance learning. The classroom 

has been constructed on the former Year 3 classroom site to enable easy access to the playground and broaden 

opportunities for learning. I hope you enjoy reading about the new classroom in the newsletter and we look   

forward to sharing it with you. 

Year 3 pupils will now be based within the main school building, in the former Transition class, which has been 

thoughtfully re-designed with new furnishings and decoration to offer a bright and spacious learning              

environment. Please note that After School Club will run in the same room as before. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

8th September 2017 

Our new Transition Class 

 

 

 

Further to the landscaping of the front gardens at the school recently, the rear gardens in the playground have also been stocked with a diverse range of colourful new 

shrubs and offer an  attractive play area for our pupils. Thanks to a project by the School Council, each year group will now have a range of equipment and resources for 

break times and we thank the council representatives for their successful initiative last year to set this up. 

We are very much looking forward to showing you our new facilities in the coming weeks and as part of our Open Morning events. 

The new school website was also launched over the summer under the same website address of www.norfolkhouseschool.co.uk. The website offers a modern and 

fresh feel and we hope that parents will enjoy looking at its new pages and updated photographs. A range of new features has been introduced to assist parents in   

accessing as much information as possible electronically, with an interactive events calendar and a messaging Contact Us facility.  

The key calendar events are outlined forward to sharing the details of these activities in the coming weeks. We started the term with a series of revision sessions for our 

new Year 6 pupils ahead of the 11+ examination this coming Saturday and we all would like to extend our wishes and good luck to each of the on this important day. 

This week and next provides an opportunity for each of the teachers in Years 1-6 to present Welcome Meetings which are followed in the coming weeks by Letters and 

Sounds Workshops for parents of pupils in Transition and Reception.  

It is wonderful to watch the pupils’ enthusiasm and energy for learning as they join us again for the new term and we thank you for your support in making our school 

the special place it is. 

 

Mrs Sarah Morris—Headmistress 

Our new Year 3 Classroom 

Transition Facilities Year 3 Facilities 
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Open Morning 

Saturday 4th November 2017 

Our next Open Morning will take place 

on Saturday 4th November between 

10.00am and 1.00pm. Please reserve this 

date as an opportunity for our senior 

pupils to be invited as ambassadors to 

guide interested parents around the 

school as well as the chance for the 

pupils to take part in extra-curricular 

activities during the morning on what is 

a very important event for the school.  

WINTER UNIFORM 

We would ask that all pupils come to school in full 

winter school uniform from Wednesday 4th October 2017 in order 

that the school is fully prepared for the individual photographs to be 

taken in school later that week.  Please do speak to your child’s teach-

er if you have any questions in respect of uniform. 

 A WARM WELCOME TO OUR NEW STAFF 

We are pleased to introduce you to Mrs Brockman, our new Music teacher, who will be working with the 

pupils from Transition to Year 6 from September onwards. Mrs Brockman has been teaching Music for 
more than a decade and is a highly-experienced teacher of Music and followed her degree in Music with a 
Master’s in Music Culture and Politics. She demonstrates true passion for her subject which is already   
evident in the exciting ideas she has in mind for new instrumental and singing clubs at lunchtimes. After a 
busy summer of preparation, she will be writing to  parents and pupils shortly to inform you of the new 
clubs to be introduced this term.   

After joining us last year, Mr Gould has become our permanent Catering Manager from September and I 
know that the pupils will be delighted to hear this news and join me in welcoming him to his new role at the 

school. Please do not hesitate to speak to him or a member of his team if you have any questions concerning 
your child’s dietary requirements and I know that they will be happy to help.  

A final addition to our team sees Miss Hussain join the Transition class as an      
apprentice in support of Mrs Brookes and Mrs Duffield. Miss Hussain has experience 
of working with the age group already and is very excited about meeting the children 
as she begins her new position at the school.  

 

 

LOST PROPERTY 

Please take a moment to check our Lost Property box 

where we keep unnamed items of school uniform in 

case your child has mislaid something. The box is situ-

ated by the side gate and any unclaimed items will be 

removed on Friday, 22nd September. We thank you 

for ensuring that all items of uniform are clearly 

named and labelled as we always endeavour to return 

named items to their owner as soon as possible.   

BREAKFAST AND AFTER SCHOOL CLUB 

A reminder to parents that we have introduced a new booking procedure from September for Before and After School Clubs which enables     
parents to pay by electronic means before use.  

Ms Thorpe and the Finance Dept. will be happy to help you with any queries or bookings you may wish to make. Forms for multiple bookings are 
available on the new school website as well as in hard copy at Reception and we hope that parents find the system more convenient all round. 

OUR SCHOOL VALUES 

We are pleased to share with you overleaf our new set of school values which encompass aspects such as respect, friendship, good 

manners as well as aiming for personal targets for our pupils to strive to be the best each of them can be, both academically and 

socially. The values mark the collaboration of the thoughts of all our pupils and staff as a measure of what we wish the Norfolk 

House School pupil to represent. The pupils will learn how to apply and develop these skills and values through a series of 

PSHCE lessons and a themed assembly programme.  
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Our New Transition Classroom 

 

 

 

 

 

The children in Transition class have been enjoying the benefits of our brand new classroom this week! The          
classroom has been designed to encourage our young learners to access resources independently, with a low-level 
interactive whiteboard, book shelves and storage units with lots of exciting new resources to explore. 

 

Our new outdoor area offers a wide variety of learning opportunities that cover all areas of the early years curriculum, 
including a ‘mud pie kitchen’ to encourage imaginative play and language development, a painting easel for budding 
artists, and sand and water play encourage collaborative play and turn taking. We are particularly looking forward to 
using our new planting bed to grow a variety of different plants and vegetables. 

 

Our cosy book corner offers a variety of fiction and non-fiction books, puppets to encourage story-telling and a 
‘listening centre’. We will be changing the books and CD’s on offer throughout the year as we explore different themes 
and topics. We have also introduced a new role play area which is currently a home corner. Use of the role-play area 
sparks creativity and imagination, and encourages young children to work collaboratively with others whilst widening 
their vocabulary. We are looking forward to changing and developing the role play area throughout the academic 
year, according to the children’s developing interests. 

 

Our interactive whiteboard is also proving very popular! This has been positioned at child height, allowing the       
children to access age-appropriate software independently during child initiated sessions. Our creative area offers a 
range of art and craft and ‘messy’ activities. 

 

The Transition timetable offers an excellent balance of both adult-led and independent learning opportunities,       
allowing the children to achieve to their full potential and at their own pace. As the children continue to settle we will 
begin to introduce regular focus group work. Any adult-led activities carried out during the week will be offered 
throughout the following week as independent activities, allowing children to consolidate and expand their learning. 

 

We are thrilled with our new classroom, and look forward to reaping the many benefits of our new facilities over the 
coming months.  

 

Reporter:   Mrs R Brookes 
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 HAVE A LOOK AT THE CALENDAR ON OUR NEW SCHOOL WEBSITE!  
                       

                   9.9.17  11+ Examination 

   Extra Tuition sessions re-start 

 11.9.17  Clubs and Activities begin 

   Speech & Elocution Lessons Begin 

   Guitar Lessons Begin 

   Year 6 Welcome Meeting (3.00pm—3.30pm) Hall 

 12.9.17  Piano and Violin Lessons Begin 

   Reception Phonics Meeting for Parents (2:45-3:15pm) 

 13.9.17  Year 2 Welcome Meeting (3.00pm—3.30pm) Hall 

 14.9.17  Swimming Starts for Years 4,5 & 6 (see separate letter regarding date changes) 

   Year 1 Welcome Meeting (3.00pm—3.30pm) Hall 

 15.9.17  Year 4 Welcome Meeting (3.00pm—3.30pm) Hall 

 18.9.17  Year 5 Welcome Meeting (3:00-3:30pm) Hall 

 19.9.17  Year 3 Welcome Meeting (3:00-3:30pm) Year 3 Classroom 

 21.9.17  Transition Phonics Meeting  for Parents (2:45-3:15pm) 

 29.9.17  Macmillan Afternoon Tea Event (2:45-3:30pm) Hall 

 4.10.17  All pupils to wear full winter uniform by this date 

 5.10.17  Individual Photographs 9:00-11:30am 

 6.10.17  Early Years Open Morning—9:30-11:30am (further detail to follow) 

 12.10.17  Parents’ Evening Meetings—Transition to Year 6 3:30-6:00pm 

   (Rugby Club cancelled, Art Club runs as normal) 

 17.10.17  Parents’ Evening Meetings—Transition to Year 6 3:30-6:00pm 

   (Football and Gym Clubs run as normal) 

 20.10.17  School breaks for Half-Term, 

 30.10.17  School returns after Half-Term break 

   Curriculum Themed Week 

 4.11.17  OPEN MORNING—10am to 1:00pm (details of activities to follow) 

 6.11.17  House General Knowledge Competition 

 10.11.17  House Football and Netball—Yrs 5 and 6 2:15pm 

 13.11.17  Primary Mathematics Challenge Years 5 and 6 

 17.11.17  House Football and Netball– Yrs 3 and 4 2:15pm 

 24.11.17  House Public Speaking Final (2:30pm) Hall 

 4.12.17  Travelling Book Fair 

 6.12.17  Carol Service Rehearsal at St. Augustine’s Church—Reception to Year 6  10.00am 

 11.12.17  Transition and Reception Reports issued to parents 

 12.12.17  Years 1-6 Target Card Reports issued to parents 

 14.12.17  Transition Christmas Assembly 9:30am—Hall 

   Christmas Lunch and Party Day 

   Transition pupils break up at the end of the school day 

   Years 4-6 Swimming lessons end for the term 

   Clubs and Activities end  

 15.12.17  Carol Service at St. Augustine’s Church 9:30-10:30am (details to follow) 

   Term ends after the Carol Service, no After School Club runs on this day 

 


